
QA-316 
Howard Wood III Law Office circa 1870 
Centreville 
Private 

This two story frame building has served a 
variety of uses over the years, ranging from a law 
office to a feed mill office. It stands out in sharp 
contrast to the other buildings on Lawyers Row due to 
the frame construction,high granite foundation, and 
distinctive rectangular form, surmounted by a hip roof 
and widow's walk. 

The early history of the building is unclear, 
complicated somewhat by the confusing land transactions 
that have occurred on Lawyers Row and by the overall 
form of the building. The basic plan and exterior 
massing of the building are most typical of the mid-
19th century, thus it is somewhat surprising to find 
that the building was probably not constructed until 
1870. There is no evidence that the building was moved 
from another site however, and it seems safe to assume 
that this was a relatively late example of the side 
hall plan and Greek Revival style. Regardless, it is 
believed to be the earliest surviving building on 
Lawyers Row. 
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The law office of Howard Wood III stands on 

the southeast corner of Lawyers Row and Liberty 

Street in Centreville, facing the west end of the 

Court House green. It is believed to date to 

circa 1870 and is possibly the oldest building 

on Lawyers Row. 

Of frame construction, this building is two 

stories high, three bays wide, and one room deep, 

with a shallow hip roof surmounted by a widow's 

walk. The exterior shows little evidence of altera

tion, while the interior has been modified to 

some extent over the years to accommodate a variety 

of uses. 

The principal entrance door, with a two-light 

transom, is located in the east bay of the front 

(north) facade, with two 6/6 windows to the right 

on the first floor and three 6/6 windows on the 

second floor. The interior side hall plan is 

reflected in the fenestration, in that the east 

bay is offset slightly to the left, and the center 

and right bays are more closely spaced. A pair 

of four-light cellar windows pierce the granite 

foundation in the center bay. This facade is 

covered with beaded horizontal weatherboards and 
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This two story frame building has served a variety 

of uses over the years, ranging from a law office 

to a feed mill office. It stands out in sharp 

contrast to the other buildings on Lawyers Row 

due to the frame construction, high granite founda

tion, and distinctive rectangular form, surmounted 

by a hip roof and widow's walk. 

The early history of the building is unclear, 

complicated somewhat by the confusing land trans

actions that have occurred on Lawyers Row and by 

the overall form of the building. The basic plan 

and exterior massing of the building are most 

typical of the mid-19th century, thus it is somewhat 

surprising to find that the building was probably 

not constructed until 1870. There is no evidence 

that the building was moved from another site 

however, and it seems safe to assume that this was 

a relatively late example of the side hall plan 

and Greek Revival style. Regardless, it is believed 

to be the earliest surviving building on Lawyers Row. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

plain cornerboards. The eaves are finished with a 

box cornice with a complex crown mold, a deep soffit 

and a small bed mold. The deck of a widow's walk has 

survived along the ridge of the standing seam hip 

roof; the ballustrade is no longer in place. 

On the west gable wall, facing Liberty Street, 

there are two 6/6 windows on the first and second 

floor, a covered, pitched roof bulkhead cellar entrance 

in the north bay of the foundation and a two-light 

cellar window in the south bay. The granite founda

tion, beaded siding, and box cornice match the front 

facade. 

The fenestration on the rear facade does not line 

up with the front facade. There are two 6/6 windows 

on each floor, one in the west bay and one between the 

center and the east bay. The foundation on this facade 

is brick, not granite, and the weatherboards are 

unbeaded. A pair of two light cellar windows pierce 

the foundation. 

On the east gable wall, there is one 6/6 window 

in the north bay on the first and second floor and two 

2-light cellar windows. The foundation is brick; the 

siding is unbeaded. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.2 DESCRIPTION 

The interior plan has been altered to some degree, 

leaving the original plan unclear. At present, there 

is an enclosed stair immediately inside the front door 

rising against the east gable wall of the building. 

A door opens from a small vestibule hall at the foot 

of the stair into the remainder of the first floor, 

which is partitioned into two rooms, an outer reception 

room and a more private office to the west. The 

exterior form and overall arrangement of space suggests 

the original plan was a side hall, single parlor, 

but no confirming evidence can be found. A safe under 

the stairs in the reception room is identified as a 

product of the Mosler Bahmann Co. of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

On an inner drawer are the initials of Edwin H. Brown, 

who owned the building and used it as a law office at 

the turn of the century. To the right of the safe is 

a cupboard with a four-panel door. A brick stove 

chimney is located on the south wall. There are no 

other details of particular significance on the first 

floor. It is unclear if the stair has always been 

enclosed. The ballustrade on the first floor consists 

of a turned newel at the foot of the stair and a plain 

rail without ballusters. On the second floor landing, 
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7.3 DESCRIPTION 

the newels are chamfered, with a plain rail and square 

ballusters. 

The second floor plan consists of a stair hall 

across the east gable and two rooms to the west. The 

north end of the hall has been partitioned for a 

modern bathroom. The partition between the two west 

rooms appears to be 20th century, adding credence to 

an original side hall, single parlor plan. A hatch in 

the ceiling of the middle room permits access to the 

attic and the widow's walk. 

From the cellar it is possible to determine that 

the foundation is granite on all four walls, but that 

on the rear and east gable walls, the granite does not 

extend above ground level, giving way to a lighter 

brick foundation. 'The vertically sawn floor joists 

are laid parallel to the gable walls and are stabilized 

with original diagonal bridging secured with machine 

nails. The cellar was at one time plastered, but most 

of the plaster is gone, leaving evidence of machine 

lathing nails. 
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